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Read this 'Define You' story on Cristy MarshallBradley, PP and
Willard, LLC as the paralegal for
Michael H. Montgomery. We do
civil litigation, procurement, and
defense for government agencies
and businesses. We are located in
Columbia, SC.

I have had the opportunity to work
in all genres of the law. My career
began at the age of 16 preparing
legal documents for a real estate
attorney. Then I moved into the
domestic and civil litigation law
world, and that was an adventure,
from there I joined the District
Attorney’s office and learned
criminal and juvenile law along
with being the Legal Assistant
for two judges. This brought
my career to a new level. I have
experience working with personal
injury, wrongful death and dram
shop cases. My current position
is working with Montgomery

I also am one of seven Veterans
Administration Accredited Claims
Agents in South Carolina. I can
represent the veteran in regard to
claims and court. This is a passion
that I have to help veterans with
obtaining their disability and
benefits.  
I belong to the Legal Professionals
of South Carolina NALS Chapter
in Columbia, South Carolina. I
joined NALS in 2016. I have been
in the legal field for 26 years,
and now I am 45. My current
employment with Montgomery
Willard, LLC is very pleasing and
every day is like an adventure.  I
have the opportunity to learn

something new every day. The
type of cases that we handle
can be very complex with many
deadlines and rules. We have a
wonderful intern program for
paralegals to come and train here
with us. I have the opportunity
to work with young individuals
starting in the legal world.
I am still a newlywed; we
celebrated two years of marriage
on September 3, 2018.
My
husband, Dennis Bradley, is a
retired Marine and disabled
veteran. I moved to Columbia,
South Carolina to be with him. I
have a Maltese dog named Thor,
who keeps me busy.   I have
one son, Tyler, who resides in
Hendersonville, NC. I enjoy doing
crafts with my Cricut machine. I
make t-shirts and signs for family
and friends.
Life is about never giving up on

your dreams. Most people give
up on their dreams, not because
of themselves but because of the
support system that surrounds
them. I’m here to tell you to put
your dreams and goals in your
heart and never give up!
Dreaming is one of the sweetest
things ever. We always dream
about things we love and hope.
Each one of us has career goals,
the dream to travel to a favorite
place, meet a famous person,
move to a different country, have
children, and so on. The truth of
the matter is that reality is not
always on our side. Even when
trying to do our best to make our
dreams come true, we sometimes
don’t manage to do it.

A few years ago when I got
married
and
moved
from
Augusta, Georgia, to Columbia,
South Carolina, I had to start
over on my career path of
establishing contacts, finding
a job, and learning the law in
South Carolina (SC). I had just
left a comfort zone of being a
22 year veteran in the paralegal
world to feeling like a newbie.
When applying for paralegal
positions, the first question was
about an SC Certification.   The
answer was “NO.” In Georgia,
I was established working in
my field and I was trained with
the local college for paralegal
interns, worked for the District
Attorney’s Office, and served
under several judges. I became
very frustrated because no one
would recognize my experience
beyond a piece of paper. Then
I met Mr. Montgomery of
Montgomery Willard, LLC. He
gave me a chance! He supported

I
researched
the
different
paralegal organizations here in
Columbia and made contact to
attend a meeting. I contacted
Jamie Early and became a
member of the NALS group in
Columbia, SC immediately. The
ladies encouraged me, and Jamie
worked hard hours studying after
work with only me!   She was a
fantastic teacher and mentor.
She was not being paid to do this,
and she was helping me achieve
my goals to be a Professional
Paralegal.
I tried, and I failed with
accomplishing the first two
portions of the test twice. I
felt like I had let Jamie, Mr.
Montgomery, and myself down.
So, I took a step back because,
at the same time, I was taking my
security clearances tests and my
VA Accredited Claims Agent test
and going to school to obtain an
ABA South Carolina Paralegal
Associates degree too. Oh, and I
forgot to mention, the cook and
maid at home also!
My low point was when I took
my last exam with first-timers
taking the exam. They all knew
it was my second time. How
embarrassing being a veteran
paralegal and failing the exam. I
completed the exam and waited
for the results. When Maria
Easterly, NALS Certification and
Education Manager, called and
told me that I failed, my heart
broke, because the vast majority
of the first-timers passed the
test. They had the opportunity
to brag on social media, and then
the low point comes when they
all started asking me if I passed.  I
was petrified, and I did not reveal
to anyone but my employer and
family that I had failed. They all
encouraged me.
Although obtaining the PP was
not my first focus, it was still

something I wanted to achieve. I
worked hard studying my college
work, studying for the VA exam,
and studying for the PP exam.
Not only was I studying, but
working full time every day at
the law firm. I was exhausted.
Around that time is when I got
a call from Maria Easterly, she
asked me, jokingly, how could
I pass the hard portions of the
test but fail the easy parts. That
is when I told her that I panic
when it comes to English, it has
always been my weakness.   She
encouraged me, and I continued
to work on this for six months,
and then after passing my VA
Accredited Claims Agent exam,
I was ready! I procrastinated
about taking the exam because I
was petrified! This exam was not
hard, but for me, I panic when
reviewing English sentences. I
can write legal documents every
day, but can’t recognize portions
of a sentence that are incorrect!
I took the exam and passed by
very few points, but I did it. The
feeling was overwhelming when
Maria called and told me! I could
hear her excitement through the
phone too.  We had worked hard
to get me through this.
Never stop striving for your
dreams and with hard work,
fight, and passion, anyone can do
anything regardless of your age
or weaknesses.  Push hard, never
let your mind tell you that you
can’t do it.
Dream big, never give up. Never
lose focus on what you aim for
in life. The idea is never to build
barriers in your heart and do
everything with love.
Remember to believe in yourself!
If you believe in yourself, others
will too!   Thank you so much to
Mr. Montgomery at Montgomery
Willard, LLC, Jamie Early, Maria
Easterly, and my husband, Dennis
Bradley, for believing in me! I am
now a Professional Paralegal, VA
Accredited Claims Agent and I
will graduate with my SC ABA
Associates Degree in Paralegal
Studies in December 2018.
Reprinted with permission of publisher. Article
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The most important lesson is to
fight. This is the most evident
proof that we have tried our
hardest to obtain what we long
for. First of all, never take to
heart when others say we should
give up because no one else can
restrain our freedom and liberty
and ability.   Don’t give up, fight!
Fighting is the most important
thing to do until the end, show
others around that we have goals,
aims, ambitions, and dreams no
matter what they say.

and encouraged me to move
forward to get the Professional
Paralegal Certification.   I could
not believe that at the age of
45 years old and a veteran of 22
years of paralegal work, I was
taking exams and going to school
again.

